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	New	Books	Network	
	

How to Find and Register Books as “In Progress” on the NBN 
(September 26, 2021) 

 
 
On the NBN, hosts pick the books they cover. This raises three questions.  
 

● Which books are eligible for coverage? 
● How do I find books to cover? 
● How do we prevent hosts from doing the same book twice? 

 
This document addresses those three questions. 
 
 
Eligibility for Coverage 
 

1. How new is “new?” 
The New Books Network generally covers new books. That means books published in the 
last several years. There is, however, no hard and fast rule about how “new” a book should be 
to be featured in an interview. There are something on the order of 15,000 monographs 
published in English alone every year. Most of them do not get the attention they deserve, at 
least from the standpoint of people who work in the fields they cover. Part of our mission is 
to give them that attention regardless of when they were published. So, if you think a five or 
even ten-year-old book needs to be brought to the attention of the NBN audience, then you 
can cover it.  
 

2. Must a book be “academic?” 
Most of the books we cover are published by university presses (UPs). The reason is that most 
hosts work in academic disciplines, and UPs publish books in those disciplines. But there is 
no hard and fast rule that a book we feature must be published by a UP. There are many good 
non-fiction books that are published by “trade” houses. You can cover those as well. All we 
require is that the book is serious, where “serious” means based on good research and has 
something new or interesting to tell the audience.  
 

3. Can I do edited volumes? 
Most of the books we cover are monographs. That said, we recognize that a lot of important 
work is published in edited volumes, so it is fine to cover those as well. Generally speaking, 
hosts interview one or more of the edited volume’s editors. It’s easy to interview multiple 
guests in Zencastr; you just sent the link to all the participants.  
 

4. Can I interview my friends and colleagues? 
Yes. We’re all professionals, so we have every confidence that you would interview them like 
you would interview anyone you didn’t know.  
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5. Can I do books outside my “home” channel? 

Every NBN host has a “home” channel (podcast). This is sort of a “center of gravity” for the 
books you choose to do. Naturally, we prefer that you do books on the topic of your “home” 
channel; that’s where we really need you. That said, we recognize that every NBN host has 
wide interests. So you may, as an exception, do books that are not on the topic of your “home” 
channel narrowly considered. When you do these books, you should do three things: 
 
a) Introduce yourself as “a host on the New Books Network” without reference to a 

particular channel. This gives me maximum flexibility in posting them and crossposting 
them.  

b) Put the audio files in the Dropbox folder for your “home” channel.  
c) Send me an email saying “This interview would probably be best published on New Books 

in X,” where “X” is an NBN channel. I cannot guarantee I will publish the interview where 
you suggest, but I’ll do my best to publish it widely. 

 
 

6. Can I do books that the NBN has already covered or that is in another host’s “Books 
in Progress” list? 
The short answer is “no.” We try to cover books only once. The long answer is “Yes, if you 
really want to.” We recognize that there may be cases in which a second interview is warranted. 
If you have a really compelling reason to do a book we’ve already done or is in someone else’s 
“Books in Progress” list, then you may do it. But this should only be done as an exception to 
the “One Interview Per Book” rule.  

 
 

 
How to Find Books to Cover 
 

1. “Books Pitched” 
In the NBN hosts’ portal you will see a button called “Browse Books Pitched.” This will take 
you to a database of books. These books have been entered by authors and publicists in the 
hopes that you will cover them. NB: you are not limited to books in this database. It represents 
only a tiny fraction of serious non-fiction books that are published and might be covered.  
 

2. “Claiming” a book in “Books Pitched”  
You can “claim” books in the “Books Pitched” database. This removes them from the “Books 
Pitched” database and places them in your personal “Claimed Books Pitched” list. It’s 
important not to claim books that you just might do; only claim books that you are going to 
cover. You will find contact information (an email address) in the book’s record. This is either 
the author’s email or the publicist’s email. You should contact one or the other to arrange the 
interview. 
 
It’s also important to realize that “claiming” is only the first step in arranging for an interview. 
“Claiming” a book does not place the book in your “Books in Progress” list. As you will see 
below, you have to register all the books you are going to do as “Books in Progress.”  
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3. Other ways to find books to cover 

The “Books Pitched” database is useful, but, as I say, it represents only a small fraction of 
books you might cover. You can do any book you want wherever you find it. There is currently 
no repository that lists all serious, non-fiction books and only serious, non-fiction. We’re 
working on that, but until we build it your best bet is Amazon Books. All publishers (including 
UPs) always enter their books there for obvious reasons. It is the largest bibliographic database 
of new books in the world. And it’s easy to search. If you search for new books in your field, 
you will find them—all of them or nearly all of them.  
 
 
 

How to Register Books as “In Progress” 
 

1. Why do I need to register my books as “in progress?” 
The answer is quite simple: we want to avoid duplication. There are many, many good serious 
non-fiction books published every year, and many, many authors who want to be interviewed 
on the NBN. For this reason, we try to do books only once.  
 
The rub is that several NBN hosts (of whom there are over 500) might want to do the same 
book. To avoid duplication of effort, then, we ask that you register the books you are going 
to do to signal to other NBN hosts that are doing the book and that they should not.  
 

2. How to register a book as “in progress” 
The steps in registering a book in progress are these:  

 
Step 1: Search the “Published and Forthcoming Catalogue”  
This option is found in the hosts’ portal. You click on it and it takes you to a database of: 

 
A. All the books we’ve covered (“published) 
B. All the books that are scheduled for publication (“pending”)  
C. All the books in hosts’ “Books in Progress” lists 

 
Search this database to find out if the book you have in mind is available. If you don’t find it, 
then you can go to the next step. 
 
Step 2: Get the author to agree to an interview 
This is best done by emailing the author directly. If the author is an academic, their email will 
be publicly available. Mention you are from the NBN (most academics know who we are) and 
ask if they’d like to be interviewed about their book. In the vast majority of cases, they will 
agree to the interview.  
 
If you cannot find the author’s email, then you may want to contact a publicist or someone at 
the press that published the book. Publicists are generally very happy to get these emails. They 
will put you in touch with the author.  
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NB: Getting on “the list.” If you do this long enough, the publicists at the presses will put you 
on “the list,” that is, the list of people they regularly pitch about books they are promoting. 
They will then begin to pitch you directly by email. They may also begin to send you books 
through the mail (that you did not ask for) in the hopes that you will interview the authors of 
those books. You are under no obligation to do these books, but it’s nice (you get a free book) 
and can make book selection easier.  
 
Once the author agrees to the interview, then you can go to step 3. 
 
Step 3: Register the book as “in progress”  
There are several steps here. They are:  
 

1. Find the book’s ISBN 13 for the book in Google Books and only Google Books  
Why only Google Books? We use Google Books (or, rather the Google Books API) to 
pull all the bibliographic data (and cover image) about the book into the NBN database. 
This auto-populates all the relevant fields in the book’s entry the database, meaning you 
don’t have to type them in.  
 
NB: If you find a book that is not in Google Books (it happens), then email me 
(marshallpoe@newbooksnetwork.com) and I’ll add it manually.  

 
2. Enter the ISBN 13 from Google Books in the host’s portal 

Again, this involves a number of steps.  
 
A. Log into the NBN hosts’ portal and select “Submit a New Book in Progress.”  
B. Enter the ISBN 13 from Google Books and hit the little magnifying glass icon. If 

the book is available (and since you’ve checked, it should be), this will produce some 
information about the book (again, pulled from the Google Books database). If it is 
not available, you’ll get a notification.  

C. Enter the author’s email (not your email) and place the book in an NBN category 
(“NBN Home Channel”). The “home” channel is the channel the interview will be 
published on; it will also be cross-posted to other relevant channels.  

D. Hit “Submit.” This will take you back to your profile page in the NBN hosts’ portal. 
You should see the book listed in your “Books in Progress” list. Now you are all set. 
This means you have “dibbed” the book and nobody else will do it.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


